
Analog Integrated Circuits 

 

1. CC-CE, CC-CC and Darlington configurations -  name the main  parameters  most 
often used to characterize these circuits.  pg. 204 course #2 

 

The common-collector - common-emitter (CC-CE), common-collector-common-collector (CC-

CC), and ~arlingtonco~n figurations are all closely related. They incorporate an additional 

transistor to boost the current gain and input resistance of the basic bipolar transistor. The 

common-collector-common-emitter configuration is shown in Fig. 1. The biasing current source 

IBIAS is present to establish the quiescent dc operating current in the emitter-follower transistor 

Ql;th is current source may be absent in some cases or may be replaced by a resistor. 

 
Fig. 1 CC-CE   Fig. 2 CC-CC 

 
The common-collector-common-collector configuration is illustrated in Fig. 2. In both of 

these configurations, the effect of transistor Ql is to increase the current gain through the stage 

and to increase the input resistance.  

The Darlington configuration, illustrated in Fig. 3, is a composite two-transistor device in 

which the collectors are tied together and the emitter of the first device drives the base of the 

second. A biasing element of some sort is used to control the emitter current of Ql. The result is a 

three-terminal composite transistor that can be used in place of a single transistor in common-

emitter, common-base, and common-collector configurations. When used as an emitter follower, 

the device is identical to the CC-CC connection already described. When used as a common-

emitter amplifier, the device is very similar to the CC-CE connection, except that the collector of 

Ql is connected to the output instead of to the power supply. One effect of this change is to 

reduce the effective output resistance. Also, this change increases the input capacitance because 

of the connection of the collector-base capacitance of Ql from the input to the output. Because of 

these drawbacks, the CC-CE connection is normally preferable in integrated small-signal 

amplifiers. The term Darlington is often used to refer to both the CC-CE and CC-CC 

connections. 



 
 

Fig. 3 Darlington configuration 

 

 
 

2. The bipolar cascode configuration – draw the circuit, compare its output resistance 
with that of the common emitter stage. pg. 207, course #2 

 

 

 

In bipolar form, the cascode is a common-emitter-common-base (CE-CB) amplifier, as 

shown in Fig. 4.  

 

 

 

 
 

Fig. 4 Bipolar cascode amplifier 

 

Therefore, the CE-CB connection displays an output resistance that is larger by a factor of about 

0β  than the CE stage alone. 

 

 

 

 

 



3. The dc transfer characteristic of an emitter-coupled pair - compare the schemes 
with and without emitter degeneration. pg. 215 – 217 (abstract), course #2. 

 
Fig. 5  Emitter-coupled pair circuit diagram. Fig. 6   Emitter-coupled pair with emitter degeneration. 
 

To increase the range of Vid over which the emitter-coupled pair behaves approximately as a 

linear amplifier, emitter-degeneration resistors are frequently included in series with the emitters 

of the transistors, as shown in Fig. 6. For large values of emitter-degeneration resistors, the 

linear range of operation is extended by an amount approximately equal to 
TAIL EI R . This result 

stems from the observation that all of 
TAILI  flows in one of the degeneration resistors when one 

transistor turns off. Therefore, the voltage drop is 
TAIL EI R  on one resistor and zero on the other, 

and the value of Vid required to turn one transistor off is changed by the difference of the voltage 

drops on these resistors. The voltage gain is reduced by approximately the same factor that the 

input range is increased. In operation, the emitter resistors introduce local negative feedback in 

the differential pair. 

 

4. Simple current mirror - bipolar version. Draw the schematic and compare it with an 

ideal current mirror. pg. 256, course #4 

 
 

Fig. 7   A simple bipolar current mirror. 



A current mirror is an element with at least three terminals, as shown in Fig. 7. The common 

terminal is connected to a power supply, and the input current source is connected to the input 

terminal. Ideally, the output current is equal to the input current multiplied by a desired current 

gain. If the gain is unity, the input current is reflected to the output, leading to the name current 

mirror. Under ideal conditions, the current-mirror gain is independent of input frequency, and 

the output current is independent of the voltage between the output and common terminals. 

Furthermore, the voltage between the input and common terminals is ideally zero because this 

condition allows the entire supply voltage to appear across the input current source, simplifying 

its transistor-level design. In practice, real transistor-level current mirrors suffer many deviations 

from this ideal behavior. For example, the gain of a real current mirror is never independent of 

the input frequency. One of the most important deviations from ideality is the variation of the 

current mirror output current with changes in voltage at the output terminal. This effect is 

characterized by the small-signal output resistance, R,, of the current mirror. Another important 

error source is the gain error, which is the deviation of the gain of a current mirror from its ideal 

value.  

 

5. Wilson current mirror – draw the schematic, estimate the value of the output 

resistance and compare it with that of the cascode current mirror.  pg. 277, Course 

#6 
 

 

 
 
Fig. 8 a) Bipolar Wilson current mirror.   b Small signal model 

 

This circuit uses negative feedback through Ql, activating Q3 to reduce the base-current error 

and raise the output resistance. 

 

If ∞→3or  the small-signal current that flows in the collector of Q3 is equal to i1 and the output 

resistance is  
 

 

This result is the same as for the cascode current mirror. 

 



6. Bipolar Widlar Current Source -  draw the schematic, explain why it is not a 
current mirror. pg. 300, course  #8 

 

 

In ideal operational amplifiers, the current is zero in each of the two input leads. However, 

the input current is not zero in real op amps with bipolar input transistors because 
Fβ  is finite. 

Since the op-amp inputs are usually connected to a differential pair, the tail current must usually 

be very small in such op amps to keep the input current small. Typically, the tail current is on the 

order of 5 µ A. Currents of such low magnitude can be obtained with moderate values of 

resistance, however, by modifying the simple current mirror so that the transistors operate with 

unequal base-emitter voltages. In the Widlar current source of Fig. 9, resistor 2R is inserted in 

series with the emitter of Q2, and transistors Q1 and Q2 operate with unequal base emitter 

voltages if 
2 0R ≠ . This circuit is referred to as a current source rather than a current mirror 

because the output current is much less dependent on the input current and the power-supply 

voltage than in the simple current mirror. 

 
 

Fig. 9 Widlar current sources:  bipolar and MOS. 

 

 

7. Temperature-Insensitive Bias with band gap voltage reference: the idea, one of the 

practical implementations. pg. 317, course #9  
 

Since the bias sources referenced to VBE(on) and VT have opposite TCF, the possibility exists 

for referencing the output current to a composite voltage that is a weighted sum of VBE(on) and 

VT. By proper weighting, zero temperature coefficient should be attainable. In the biasing sources 

described so far, we have concentrated on the problem of obtaining a current with low 

temperature coefficient. In practice, requirements often arise for low-temperature-coefficient 

voltage bias or reference voltages. The voltage reference for a voltage regulator is a good 

example.  



 
 

 
Fig. 10  Widlar band-gap reference. 

 

A practical realization of band-gap reference, in bipolar technologies, takes the form illustrated 

in Fig. 10. This circuit uses a feedback loop to establish an operating point in the circuit such that 

the output voltage is equal to a VB plus a voltage proportional to the difference between two 

base-emitter voltages. 

 

 

8. Inverting and noninverting amplifier built with an op amp - draw the schematics 

and find the gains, define the characteristics of an ideal op amp. pg. 406, 408, course 

#9 

 
Fig. 11 a) Inverting amplifier;                      b) Non-inverting amplifier 

 

 

The inverting amplifier connection is shown in Fig. 11 a. We assume that the op-amp input 

resistance is infinite, and that the output resistance is zero. From KCL at node X: 



 

Since R2 is connected between the amplifier output and the inverting input, the feedback is 

negative. Therefore, V
i
 would be driven to zero with infinite open-loop gain. On the other  

hand, with finite open-loop gain a, 

 
It results that:  

 

 

 

If the gain of the op amp is large enough that  

 

 

then the closed-loop gain is  

 

 

The noninverting amplifier is shown in Fig 11b. We assume that no current flows into the 

inverting op-amp input terminal. If the open-loop gain is a, Vi =V0/ a and 

 
 

Rearranging gives: 

 
 

In contrast to the inverting case, this circuit displays a very high input resistance as seen by Vs. 

Also unlike the inverting case, the noninverting connection causes the common-mode input 

voltage of the op amp to be equal to Vs. 

 

 

9. Integrator, differentiator build with op amp - draw the schematics, find the 

relationships between input and output voltages. pg. 410, Course #10  
 

The integrator and differentiator circuits, shown in Fig. 12, are examples of using op amps with 

reactive elements in the feedback network to realize a desired frequency response or time-

domain response. 



 
 

 
Fig. 12 a) Integrator configuration   b) Differentiator configuration 

 

 

In the case of the integrator, the resistor R is used to develop a current I1  that is proportional to 

the input voltage. This current flows into the capacitor C, whose voltage is proportional to the 

integral of the current Il with respect to time. Since the output voltage is equal to the negative of 

the capacitor voltage, the output is proportional to the integral of the input voltage with respect to 

time. In terms of equations: 

 
and 

 

 
It results that: 

 
In the case of the differentiator, the capacitor C is connected between Vs, and the inverting op-

amp input. The current through the capacitor is proportional to the time derivative of the voltage 

across it, which is equal to the input voltage. This current flows through the feedback resistor R, 

producing a voltage at the output proportional to the capacitor current, which is proportional to 

the time rate of change of the input voltage. In terms of equations: 

 

 
 



10.  Improved precision half-wave rectifier -  draw the schematics, explain the 
operation. pg.705, Course #10. 

 

 

 

 

    (c) 

Fig. 13 Improved precision rectifier. a) Rectifier circuit b) Equivalent circuit for Vin<0 c) Equivalent circuit for 

Vin>0 

 



Diode D
1
 is forward biased and the op amp is in the active region. The inverting input of the op 

amp is clamped at ground by the feedback through D
1
, and, since no current flows in R2, the 

output voltage is also at ground. When the input voltage is made positive, no current can flow in 

the reverse direction through D
1
 so the output voltage of the op amp Vo, is driven in the negative 

direction. This reverse biases D
1
 and forward biases D

2
. The resulting equivalent circuit is 

shown in Fig. 13 c and is simply an inverting amplifier with a forward-biased diode in series 

with the output lead of the op amp. Because of large gain of the op amp, this diode has no effect 

on its behavior as long as it is forward biased, and so the circuit behaves as an inverting amplifier 

giving an output voltage 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Signal Processing 

1- Where are the poles of a stable and causal analog system? Give an example. 

http://shannon.etc.upt.ro/teaching/sp-pi/Course/1_Laplace.pdf slide 62 

 

2- Define minimum phase analog systems. Give an example. 

http://shannon.etc.upt.ro/teaching/sp-pi/Course/1_Laplace.pdf   slide 63 

 

 



3- Ideal low pass filter. 

http://shannon.etc.upt.ro/teaching/sp-pi/Course/2_Filtering.pdf slide 6 

 

4- Enunciate WKS sampling theorem. 

http://shannon.etc.upt.ro/teaching/sp-pi/Course/3_Sampling.pdf slide 17 

 

 

 



5- Spectrum of ideal sampled signal (Relation + Graphical representation). 

http://shannon.etc.upt.ro/teaching/sp-pi/Course/3_Sampling.pdf slide 7,8 

 

 

 



6- Approximation of continuous-time systems with discrete-time systems using impulse 

invariance method. 

http://shannon.etc.upt.ro/teaching/sp-pi/Course/5_Approximation.pdf slide 7 

 

7- Approximation of RC circuit using bilinear transform method. 

 

http://shannon.etc.upt.ro/teaching/sp-pi/Course/5_Approximation.pdf slide 38, 43 

 



 

8- Demodulator (envelope detector) for AM signals. 

http://shannon.etc.upt.ro/teaching/sp-pi/Course/6_Modulation.pdf slide 16 

 

 

 

 


